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Mr. Kim. Do you know exactly when the new manager comes?

It is the end of this month. Why?

How about chipping in some money to buy a congratulation present for her ?

Do you have anything in mind?

How about a watch? One worth about one hundred thousands won.

It is prohibited. In principle a public official can’t take any present from duty-related 
person and, if he can, only items worth less than 30 thousands won are acceptable.  

Does the code have those contents? 
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Korea’s CPI/ Ranking Change
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Transparency InternationalTI released 2008 Corruption Perceptions IndexCPI on

September 23, and Korea ranked 40thamong 180 nations in the CPI, compared with last year’s 43rd. Korea

also gained 5.6 pointsout of 10 points in 2008, which is 0.5 points higher than 5.1 points of last year. This is

the highest record since CPI began to be released in 1995. 

Korea’s ranking rose to 22nd from 25th among 30 OECD member nations, and its points were found to

be 1.51 points lower than the average points of OECD nations. 

The average points of surveyed nations stood at 4.02, lower than 4.40 last year. 

Denmark, New Zealand and Sweden ranked first with 9.3 points, while Somalia got the lowest ranking

with 1 point. Myanmar and Iraq also joined the lowest ranks with 1.3 points. 

Finland, who ranked first over the last years, slipped to 5th with 9 points,

and Britain got 7.7 points16th, 0.7 points lower than last year, which is

the highest decline since CPI was released 14 years ago. 

Anti-Corruption & Civil Rights Commission commented that

“According to TI, Korea’s CPI got the highest

grade since 1995. It shows that the international

society recognizes Korean government’s strong

anti-corruption policy, and clean culture has

spread in Korean society.” 

It also added that 40th ranking in CPI is far from

our goal of integrity, so we will try to strengthen

the system of punishing corruptive acts, and

project our nation’s positive image at home and

abroad, thereby raising our level of integrity to

that of advanced nations.

Korea Ranked 40th in 2008 CPI, 
3 Steps Higher than Last Year
Korea got 5.6 points, the highest mark since CPI began to be released in 1995. 

What is Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI)?
CPI released by Transparency International (TI) each year

indicates the degree of corruption in a nation’s public

sector from the perspective of experts at home and

abroad. The more CPI is close to 0, the more corrupt a

nation is. Three points in CPI indicates that corruption

has spread in the society, while 7 points mean that there

are little corruptive acts in the society .
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