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Statement of the Republic of Korea
at the Eighth Session of the Conference of the States
Parties
to the United Nations Convention against Corruption

December 16—20, 2018
Abu Dhabi, UAE

Mr. President,

It is my honor to deliver this statement on behalf of the
Republic of Korea

First, I would like to congratulate you and all other
members of the Bureau on your election as officers of the
8th session of the Conference of the States Parties to the
United Nations Convention against Corruption. I would also
like to thank the government of the Untied Arab Emirates
for its hard work and great generosity as host Government.

The Korean government has made steady efforts to follow
up the recommendations issued during the first review
process in relation to criminalization, law enforcement
and international cooperation.

For example, the Korean government enacted the Improper
Solicitation and Graft Act in March 2015. The Act
introduced criminal 1liability for both individuals and
legal persons making improper solicitations or offering
graft.

Korea also amended the Criminal Act in May 2016 to punish
a public official or relevant person who, in return for an
improper solicitation, helps a third party to get financial
or other advantages, and to confiscate such advantages.
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There were meaningful amendments to the Public Interest
Whistleblower Protection Act as well. The amended Act
introduced punitive damage for whistleblowers
experiencing disadvantages as a result of whistleblowing.
Proxy reporting by a lawyer was also included to prevent
the risk of disclosure of whistelbowers’ personal
information.

The Korean government is actively participating in the
second review cycle now. Through the cooperation with
more than 10 relevant agencies, the ACRC submitted the
Self—Assessment Checklist responses for Korea's second
review cycle, which started on Jun 2019.

And during the onsite visit in next year, Korea will bring
together government agencies, civil society organizations
and experts to discuss areas which need more government
efforts.

Mr. President,

The Korea government set the fight against corruption as
the top priority among 100 government policy tasks and
launched Anti—Corruption Policy Council chaired by the
President, which established the five—year National
Anti—corruption Plan.

In addition, a society—wide forum to discuss
anti—corruption policy, the Public—Private Council for
Transparent Society collects opinions from various
sectors. Such opinions are presented to the
Anti—Corruption Policy Council, ensuring the reflection of
citizen opinions in policies. The Council monitors
government’s implementation of such policies as well.
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Now let me introduce you Korea's efforts to join the
global anti—corruption efforts in line with implementation
efforts of UNCAC.

First, through cooperative MOUs with other countries,
Korea has regularly exchanged anti—corruption
capacity—building experiences and information with
countries around the world.

Second, with UNDP Seoul policy center, we have provided
technical assistances to the countries wanting to learn
Korea’'s experience.

In addition, every vyear, the ACRC ©provides an
anti—corruption training program for anti—corruption
practitioners from 15 countries around the world.

Mr. President,

In June 2020, in partnership with the TI, Korea will host
the International Anti—Corruption Conference, which will
bring together all stake—holders from the public sector,
private sector and civil society organizations around the
world. Under the them of Designing 2030: Truth, Trust, and
Transparency, participants will discuss various topics on
these three key—words.

In parallel with the IACC, Korea will hold the 9th session
of the Assembly of Parties of the International
Anti—Corruption Academy. This is to set the stage for
communication to share anti—corruption efforts and
practices. I would like to kindly ask for your interest and
participation in this meaningful global anti—corruption
conference.

I sincerely hope to see you all in June next year in Seoul
at the IACC. Thank you.
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#NextGenAntiCorruption: The future of anti—corruption
battle and how cutting—edge technological solutions are
helping to prevent and detect corruption

Hello, My name is ¥-2% and it is my great pleasure to join
you here as the Chairperson of Korea's anti—corruption
agency, the Anti—Corruption and Civil Rights Commission.

I am really happy to share Korea’'s anti—corruption efforts
with you, anti—corruption government officials and
activists, in this meaningful workshop.

First, I am going to talk a little about the relationship
between Korea and the UNDP, the organizer of this
conference.

As you may know, in 1966, the year when the UNDP opened
its country office in Korea, Korea was one of the poorest
countries in the world, with small growth potential.

However, thanks to the government-led economic policies
in the 1960s, citizens’ strong educational fever, and hard
working labor force, Korea achieved rapid economic
development and democratization for a short time.

We well understand that such a remarkable achievement
would not have been possibile without the assistance from
international organizations, such as the UNDP. People in
Korea always appreciate the aids from the international
community.

Now Korea, a nation that has transformed itself from an
ald recipient to a donor for just a half century, is the
focus of attention and interest from many countries
around the world that want to learn Korea's experiences.
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In the anti—corruption area, we signed a MOU with the
UNDP Seoul Policy Center in 2015 and has actively
disseminated the country’s anti—corruption policies and
experiences to countries around the world.

For example, the ACRC and the UNDP Policy Center shared
Korea’'s anti—corruption policies with Vietnam in 2016,
Myanmar and Kosovo in 2018, and Malaysia and Uzbekistan
in 2019. Such cooperative project will be continued going
forward.

Now I am going to talk about Korea’'s experiences of using
new technologies to tackle corruption, the theme of
today's workshop.

Since the 1990s, the Korean government has promoted
e—government by digitalizing various government works.
Especially, procurement and custom processes were
digitalized to prevent public officials from abusing
discretionary power and to prevent corruption risks
arising from contacts with service users and make the
process fast and transparent.

As for access to government information, the government
digitalized all the official documents handled by or shared
with all administrative agencies such as the central and
local governments and education offices. The list of such
documents 1is available on the information disclosure
web—site (www.open.go.kr). So anyone who wants to request
a government document can check this list and click the
button for disclosure request.

The UN E-Government Development Index, which assesses
country’'s efforts to provide ©public service and
information on the internet, ranked Korea on the third
place, followed by Denmark and Australia in the 2018
survey result.
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Another e—government example is ACRC’s e—People which is
an integrated online complaint—handling system. e—People
receives civil complaints and policy suggestions on all
government agencies and 1links them with relevant
institutions.

Around 4.75 million complaints were filed on e—People in
2018 year alone.

e—People has strengthened government accountability and
responsiveness by receiving and handling civil complaints
related to all government agencies and referring
complaints to related authorities to be handled.

Thanks to these easy access on—line, citizens can enjoy a
better public service. However, this entailed a downside.
For example, because the system is free and easy to use,
some people file repetitive complaints against many
different agencies using the system, resulting more than
thousand complaints to be processes by government
agencies.

However even with this little abuse of the system, I firmly
believe that government’'s efforts to enhance access to public
services and expand communication with citizens through
technology do help enhance transparency in a society and
earn trust from the public.

Before I end my remarks, I would like to briefly introduce
the International Anti—Corruption Conference which will
be held in Korea in June 2020, jointly by the Korean
government and the TI. Under the them of “Designing 2030 :
Truth, Trust, and Transparency , the conference will
discuss various topics on these three key—words.

During the four—day conference, technological solutions to
tackle corruption will be introduced every day in a
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workshop called Innovation Hub.

I am confident that the conference will serve as a forum
for global discussion on various solutions and experiences
on corruption—fighting. I am kindly asking for your
attention and interest in the conference.

I hope to see you all again in Seoul in June next year at
the International Anti—Corruption Conference.

Thank you for your attention.
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