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Welcome Speech
  

Korea-UK Anti-Corruption Seminar
9 December 2014, Seoul

Sungbo Lee
Chairman, Anti-Corruption and Civil Rights Commission of Korea

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,

First, I would like to convey my deepest gratitude to distinguished guests for taking 

time out of busy schedule to attend today’s event.

My sincere appreciation also goes to Ambassador Scott Wightman who provided 

great support for the Korea-UK Anti-Corruption Partnership Initiative and today’s 

Korea-UK Anti-Corruption Seminar.

Moreover, I want to thank today’s speakers from the UK: Roderick Macauley, 

International & Corporate Crime Advisor of the Ministry of Justice; Martin Crago, 

Regional Manager for Asia of the National Crime Agency; Peter Clark, Financial 

Investigator of the Proceeds of Corruption Unit of New Scotland Yard; Sam Bereket, 

Legal Research Officer of Public Concern at Work; and Thomas Walsh, Counsel of 

Clifford Chance. I would also like to thank Scott Sung-kyu Lee, Senior Partner of 

Kim & Chang and Yongil Jeon, Professor of Sungkyunkwan University.

9 December is International Anti-Corruption Day designated by the United Nations 

to raise awareness of the United Nations Convention against Corruption which was 

adopted in 2003. Therefore, it is our great pleasure to hold the Korea-UK 

Anti-Corruption Seminar on this meaningful and significant day.
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The characteristics of corruption and the countermeasures against it greatly vary 

from country to country depending on each country’s political, social and cultural 

environments.

In the same manner, the scope of control and the level of 

sanctions against corruption differ widely, and a successful anti-corruption policy in 

one country may be ineffective elsewhere. 

With this in mind, to establish and implement effective anti-corruption policy requires 

comparing various anti-corruption policies of other countries and analyzing keys to 

success lying in those policies from multi-dimensional perspectives. 

In this context, we are gathered here to share and compare the anti-corruption 

policies of the UK and Korea in three important areas of “Prevention of Bribery”, 

“Recovery of the Proceeds of Corruption and Fraud”, and “Protection of Whistleblowers”, 

while exchanging ideas on how to effectively implement those policies. I believe that 

today we can take a first step in strengthening the anti-corruption partnership between 

our two countries.

So far, the Anti-Corruption and Civil Rights Commission (ACRC) has been making 

continuous efforts to ensure the high level of integrity and ethics in the public sector 

through the Integrity Assessment of government agencies and public institutions, the 

implementation and compliance monitoring of the Code of Conduct for Public Officials 

and a variety of anti-corruption training programs. 

However, an increasing number of people have been recognizing the necessity of 

a more thorough reform to combat corruption, in order to eradicate corruption 

triggered by the deep-rooted practice of illegal solicitation and influence-peddling, 

and to address the malaise of false and illegal claims of public funds based on the 

mistaken public perception that the government’s budget is literally easy money. 
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Against this backdrop, to meet the improved public expectations for a transparent and 

corruption-free society, the ACRC has been working on the enactment of two 

anti-corruption laws: “the Act on the Prevention of Illegal Solicitation and Conflict 

of Interest” and “the Act on the Prevention of False Claims of Public Funds”. 

As Chairman of Korea’s national anti-corruption body, I am convinced that these 

laws would lay the firm ground for establishing government and social systems to 

address our corruption-prone practices and culture, leading to an enhanced level of 

integrity of Korea.

In line with this, today’s seminar will provide a precious opportunity for us to take 

a closer look at the UK’s anti-corruption policies and achievements so that we can 

take valuable lessons for an effective reform.

I hope that many experts and distinguished participants from both countries will 

actively exchange diverse experiences and ideas regarding anti-corruption policies and 

measures. Your voices and opinions will be highly appreciated and reflected in 

formulating and improving national policies to combat corruption in both countries.

Once again, I would like to express my cordial gratitude and welcome to Ambassador 

Scott Wightman, presenters, participants and distinguished guests for being with us 

today.

Thank you. 
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Congratulatory Remarks

Korea-UK Anti-Corruption Seminar

9 December 2014, Seoul

Scott Wightman
British Ambassador to Korea

Dear distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen

Thank you to Chairman Lee for his very warm and insightful opening remarks. I am 

very pleased to have the opportunity to speak at this really important event.

On behalf of the UK government I would like to extend my particular appreciation 

to the Anti Corruption and Civil Rights Commission (ACRC) and the UN Global Compact 

team here in Seoul. 

In many ways today’s seminar symbolises how far our partnership on the Korea-UK 

Anti-Corruption Partnership Initiative has developed in a relatively short period of time 

since it was launched in April this year. 

It is a testament to your leadership and the hard work and dedication of your teams 

and that of our other partners such as Kim and Chang. We are proud of progress 

to date but this is just the start. We look forward to continuing this close partnership 

and implementing more activities through 2015 as the Initiative develops. 
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I would also like to pay special thanks to today’s speakers. Many of whom have 

travelled very long distances to be here. And all have made time in their busy schedules 

to share their invaluable expertise. Their accumulated knowledge and understanding 

on corruption, bribery and related issues is unparalleled. 

It is pleasing to see so many companies, officials and related organisations 

represented here to enable the sharing of best practice and the challenges we all 

face. I am sure this afternoon’s sessions will be very fruitful. 

The UK Prime Minister has spoken of the absence of corruption as one of the “golden 

thread” conditions which allow countries to thrive. The UK government is resolutely 

committed to tackling corruption at home and overseas. Today we have published 

the UK’s own Anti-Corruption Plan which sets out in detail how we are doing this.

But the global scourge of corruption cannot be tackled in isolation. Only through 

partnerships such as the Korea-UK Initiative can progress be made. A shared 

understanding, common goals and a united resolve to are vital.  

The reasons for doing so are clear and simple.  

As Chairman Lee has mentioned, today is International Anti-Corruption Day. It 

provides the perfect opportunity to underline the fundamental messages:

 

Corruption is bad for social and economic development, bad for business and bad 

for a country’s reputation. The UK believes the tide is beginning to turn and there 

is a growing intolerance of it as more countries realise the social, economic and 

political impact of corruption.

Thank you again for your participation today.
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KOREA-UK ANTI-CORRUPTION SEMINAR

9 December 2014, Seoul, Republic of Korea

Date & time: 14:00-18:30, Tuesday, 9 December 2014
Venue: Ferrum Hall, 3F, Ferrum Tower, Seoul
Host: Anti-Corruption & Civil Rights Commission (ACRC), Korea 
Participants: Domestic & foreign businesses in Korea; relevant public organizations and civil 

society organizations in Korea and the UK
Language: Korean & English

Seminar agenda

14:00-14:05 Welcome Speech (Sungbo Lee, Chairman, ACRC, Korea)
14:05-14:10 Congratulatory Remarks (Scott Wightman, British Ambassador to Korea)

14:10-14:15 Call to Action: Anti-Corruption and the Global Development Agenda
(Eva Eun-kyung Lee, Team Leader, UN Global Compact Korea Network)

14:15-14:20 Group photo 

14:20-15:30

1. Prevention of bribery
 - Bill on the Prevention of Illegal Solicitation and Conflict of Interest

(Jun-ho Ahn, Director of Anti-Corruption Policy Division, ACRC, Korea)
 - UK approach to bribery: The Bribery Act 2010 & Deferred Prosecution Agreements 

(Roderick Macauley, International & Corporate Crime Advisor, Ministry of Justice, UK)
 - Korea’s anti-bribery legislation & UK Bribery Act 2010 

(Scott Sung-kyu Lee, Senior Partner, Kim & Chang, Korea)

15:30-15:40 Coffee break

15:40-17:10

2. Recovery of the proceeds of corruption & fraud
 - Bill on the Prevention of False Claims of Public Funds

(Gae-ok Park, Director-General of Anti-Corruption Bureau, ACRC, Korea)
 - UK Serious and Organised Crime Strategy 

(Martin Crago, Regional Manager for Asia, National Crime Agency, UK)
 - Efforts to tackle welfare benefit fraud in Korea & the UK

(Yongil Jeon, Professor, Sungkyunkwan University, Korea) 
 - Investigation of James Ibori & Associates 

(Peter Clark, Financial Investigator, Proceeds of Corruption Unit, New Scotland 
Yard, UK)

17:10-17:20 Coffee break

17:20-18:30

3. Protection of whistleblowers
 - Korea’s whistleblower protection systems 

(Kyung-hee Ju, Senior Deputy Director of Public Interest Whistleblowing Policy 
Division, ACRC, Korea)

 - “Making Whistleblowing Work” 
(Sam Bereket, Legal Research Officer, Public Concern at Work, UK)

 - Drafting effective whistleblowing policies 
(Thomas Walsh, Counsel, Clifford Chance LLP, UK)

18:30-18:35 Closing
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Bill on the Prevention of Illegal 
Solicitation & Conflict of Interest 

▮ Jun-ho Ahn
Director of Anti-Corruption Policy Division, ACRC, Korea

■ ■ ■ ■
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UK approach to bribery: 
The Bribery Act 2010 & 
Deferred Prosecution Agreements

▮ Roderick Macauley
International & Corporate Crime Advisor, Ministry of Justice, UK

■ ■ ■ ■
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Korea’s anti-bribery legislation & 
UK Bribery Act 2010

▮ Scott Sung-kyu Lee
Senior Partner, Kim & Chang, Korea

■ ■ ■ ■
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Bill on the Prevention of False 
Claims of Public Funds

▮ Gae-ok Park
Director-General of Anti-Corruption Bureau, ACRC, Korea

■ ■ ■ ■
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UK Serious and Organised Crime Strategy

▮ Martin Crago
Regional Manager for Asia, National Crime Agency, UK

■ ■ ■ ■
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Efforts to tackle welfare benefit fraud 
in Korea & the UK

▮ Yongil Jeon
Professor, Sungkyunkwan University, Korea

■ ■ ■ ■
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Investigation of James Ibori & 
Associates 

▮ Peter Clark
Financial Investigator, Proceeds of Corruption Unit, New Scotland Yard, UK

■ ■ ■ ■
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Korea’s whistleblower protection systems 

▮ Kyung-hee Ju
Senior Deputy Director of Public Interest Whistleblowing 

Policy Division, ACRC, Korea

■ ■ ■ ■
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  “Making Whistleblowing Work” 

▮ Sam Bereket
Legal Research Officer, Public Concern at Work, UK

■ ■ ■ ■
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Drafting effective whistleblowing 
policies 

▮ Thomas Walsh
Counsel, Clifford Chance LLP, UK

■ ■ ■ ■
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